A Reflection on Best Practices in Writing Instruction


	
	I Do

	Teach writing as a process, and include specific strategies.

(Calkins, 1994; Graham & Perin, 2007; Cooper, 2000; Graves, 1994; Hillocks, 1987)
	

	Model writing as a process.

(Routman, 2000;  Spandel, 2004)


	

	Provide regular and substantial practice.

(Graves, 1994; U.S. Dept. of Education Office of the Secretary, 2001)



	

	Set specific product goals.

(Graham & Perin, 2007)
	

	Provide opportunities to write for real audiences.

(Zemelman, Daniels, and Hyde, 2005)
	

	Allow for choice in writing topics.

(Routman, 2000; Zemelman, Daniels, and Hyde, 2005)
	

	Share criteria for success, including examples.

(Graham & Perin, 2007; Hillocks, 1987)
	

	Teach grammar and mechanics in the context of student writing.

(Hillocks, 1987; Routman, 2000; Weaver, 1997)
	

	Use focused mini-lessons followed by immediate practice.

(Zemelman, Daniels, and Hyde, 2005)


	

	Provide explicit instruction in sentence combining. 
(Graham & Perin, 2007; Hillocks, 1987)
	

	Utilize collaboration.
(Calkins, 1994; Graham & Perin, 2007; Graves, 1994)
	

	Provide constructive feedback through individual conferences focusing on a few key areas. (Hillocks, 1987; Zemelman, Daniels, and Hyde, 2005)
	

	Extend writing activities across the curriculum.

(Graham & Zemelman, 2007; Daniels, and Hyde, 2005)
	

	Use computers for word-processing.
(Graham & Perin, 2007)
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